
Curriculum and Communications Committee
May 6, 2021
4:33-5:21 PM

Centennial Middle School Cafeteria

Minutes

Call to Order
Mr. Kennedy called the meeting to order at 4:33 PM.

Attendance:
C&C Members present- Karen Fisher, Sarah Jones, Eric Kennedy, Lisa Kudwa, Terry

McCreight, Ray Metcalf, Dan Schwegler, Mary Smothers, Brian
Toth, Jennifer Urtel, Monica Zuzow

Other staff present- Kelley Engblom, Kristin Weber

C&C Members absent- Katherine Barnes, Lisa Welch

Advisory Board- Chris Costa, Ashley Delatorre, Karen Fisher, Sarah Jones, Eric
Kennedy, Lisa Kudwa, Terry McCreight, Tammy McKenzie, Ray
Metcalf, Brittani Mizikow, Dan Schwegler, Mary Smothers, Brian
Toth, Jennifer Urtel, Sue Uvick, Monica Zuzow

Advisory Board absent- Elizabeth Allor, Katherine Barnes, Matt Gasparotto, John Hall,
Sheri Link, Pete Schmitz, Lisa Welch

Public Comments
None.

Approval of Minutes
Mrs. McCreight made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 22, 2021 meeting.  Mrs.
Smothers seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved.

New Business
● Mrs. Kudwa reminded the group that in order for staff professional development days to

count toward the total days and hours needed for student instructional time, staff had to
be able to earn SCECHs and the topics needed advisory board approval.  Mrs. Kudwa
reviewed the list of topics, explaining that most topics would be potentially used for
nearly all staff but some items (listed on the back) were for specific subgroups of staff.
She reviewed the need behind each item on the list.

Proposed 21-22 school year staff PD topics-
Throughout the series, groups of staff will:



● Learn about how to administer and analyze student data for the purpose of
supporting individual learners, adjusting curriculum and instruction, and school
and district improvement.

● Learn how to adjust the scope and sequence of courses and units to account for
interrupted schooling and learning loss during the pandemic, while continuing to
meet content standards.

● Understand how the benefits of and participate in a continuous improvement
model (MICIP) and the initiatives that arise from that work, including essential
literacy practices,  disciplinary literacy, and best practices to support mathematics
instruction.

● Understand the impact of trauma of adults and students and how to structure
classrooms and schools to be trauma-informed.

● Understand the benefits of a strong social emotional learning curriculum and how
to design school and classroom structures that support social emotional learning.

● Understand the impact of racial and cultural bias and how to structure curriculum,
classrooms, and district protocols in order to support all students.

● Understand the value of inclusion and how to structure classrooms, courses, and
lessons for the benefit of all learners.

● Understand cultural forces that support relationship building and cultures of
thinking.

● Learn about educational technology and how to best use technology to design
lessons and classrooms that meet the needs of learners in both a virtual learning
environment and during in-person instruction.

● Learn about best practices for virtual instruction and strategies for developing a
strong classroom culture in a virtual setting.

● Learn about the newly legislated Kindergarten Readiness Assessment (KRA) and
how the data can be used to help inform instruction.

● Learn about the Next Generation Science Standards and strategies, resources,
and information to support implementation of new units of study.

● Learn about the Michigan K-12 Social Studies Standards at the high school level
and strategies, resources and information to support implementation of new
resources and development of new units of study.

● Understand how to design and implement crisis intervention protocols.

Mr. Costa commented that he personally liked the flexibility staff had in August of this
year to pick which PD topics within a list they wanted to spend more time on.  Mrs.
McKenzie agreed and shared that she thought that feeling was pretty common among
staff.  Mrs. Kudwa thanked them for the feedback.

Mr. Kennedy made a motion to approve the 21-22 professional development learning
topics for staff PD days as presented.  Mr. Schwegler seconded the motion.  The
committee unanimously approved the list.

● Mrs. Kudwa shared that she was recommended an extension of the GoMath curriculum
materials as the middle school math curriculum committee was not able to be pulled this
year to identify a new curriculum resource.  She invited Mrs. Weber to elaborate on that
topic.  Mrs. Weber stated that the committee did not want to rush while they did



alignment work and with the one to one device initiative now in place, the options
available to the committee are different than one year ago.

Mr. Schwegler asked if the price was the same as previous years and Mrs. Weber
clarified that buying multiple years as a “package” is how we get the lowest prices
possible but that we were able to bundle some items to help with costs.  It is more per
year than it has previously been however.  Ms. Zuzow asked if the licenses expire this
summer and that was confirmed by Mrs. Weber.  Ms. Zuzow also asked about the 8th
grade licenses, which Mrs. Weber shared were not being renewed.  That grade level is
able to complete the year without an additional purchase but will be making a purchase
with 6th and 7th grade math at the end of next year.

The committee had no concerns.

● Mrs. Kudwa, Mrs. Engblom, and Mrs. Weber reviewed the summer school programs
being put in place for summer of 2021.  Transportation would be provided for all
programs along with possibly a snack from food services.

Mrs. Engblom spoke to the elementary program.  Elementary is a jump start program
that will run 4 mornings a week for 3 weeks in August. Our goal is to host two locations-
Bartlett and Salem.  The program is for incoming students in grades 1-5, by invitation
only.  Class sizes would be between 15-20 students with a focus on ELA and Math.
Reading intervention and ESL services would be layered on.

Mrs. Urtel asked if families would be allowed to request a spot if there is space.  Mrs.
Engblom clarified that spaces would be allocated based on need.  Mr. Toth reviewed the
number of staff members who applied for the summer school positions.  It was noted that
if needed, the postings could be shared externally.

Mrs. Weber spoke to the middle school program.  It is also a jump start, but for two
weeks in August- 3 half days each week.  It would be hosted at both middle schools and
would focus on school engagement and building strong academic habits, with some
focus on project based learning in ELA and Math. It would be for incoming middle
school students.

Ms. Zuzow asked how many middle school students were interested.  Mrs. Weber
shared that it was about 50-75 per school.  It was clarified that the program would run at
both middle schools.

Mrs. Weber reviewed the free high school programming which is for current high school
students who have failed a course needed to graduate. For current seniors, they would
be enrolled in a summer program with Graduation Alliance. Mrs. Kudwa noted that we
have used that program in the past.  Current 9th-11th grade students would be placed in
one or both of the summer sessions, which are each about 1 month long- half days for 4
weeks.  Some courses would be taught in person by our staff.  The goal would be to do
this for 9th and 10th grade courses when possible. When there is not an SLCS staff
member interested in teaching or enough students to make a section, a Graduation
Alliance course might be offered.  Those students would still come in person and work



with a local teacher serving in a mentor role.  The program would run only at SLHS in
order to consolidate classes.

It was noted that identifying teachers may be a challenge. The committee was
supportive of the summer programming otherwise.

● Mrs. Weber reviewed the Health Sexuality Attainment report, as required by law.  The
Healthy Sexuality Advisory Board had noted that progress was being made in each of
the district’s identified goal areas.  Mrs. Weber explained that the report would be shared
at the next Board meeting for information.  The committee had no questions.

Old Business
None.

Other
Mrs. Kudwa stated that it might be necessary to pull the committee together one additional time
to review some proposed elementary science units of study and a possible high school science
pilot.  She will look for dates and times and contact the committee.

Public Comments
None.

Motion to Adjourn
Mr. Kennedy adjourned the meeting at 5:21 PM.

Future Meeting Dates- 4:30 p.m. in the CMS Cafeteria
None scheduled at this time. An additional meeting in May will likely be added.


